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OCTOBER - NILGA MEMBER COUNCIL BULLETIN

This bulletin provides your Council with key information _ on the work being taken forward
through NILGA, councils and partners, delivering results for local government. It is supplied
for wide distribution including at Full Council or Council Committee meetings.

COUNCILS & COMMUNITIES READY FOR REAL CHANGE
with
RESOURCES & COMMITMENT from all PARTNERS

DELIVERING CHANGE: PARTNERSHIP PANEL MEETING 12 ™ OCTOBER 2016

The first Partnership Panel Meeting under the Chairmanship of Minister Paul Givan MLA,
Communities Minister, took place on 12™ October 2016. 6 Ministers were in attendance: Minister for
Communities (Chair) i Paul Givan MLA; Minister of Justice i Claire Sugden MLA; Junior Minister 1
Alastair Ross MLA, Minister of Finance i M8 i r t 2 n ¢ Mui |l Il eoir
Environment and Rural Affairs i Michelle Mcllveen MLA and Junior Minister - Megan Fearon MLA.
The Panel 6s terms have changed to be more del
of work covering transfers of functions costs, potential additional transfers, strategic issues around
Planning, Community Planning, Rural Disadvantage and financing councils will be undertaken.
Contributions on far reaching issues under the Programme for Government framework were
received in regard to, for example, shared campuses (Education), the NI Rural Development
Programme (DAERA), Derelict Properties (Finance), PCSPs / Domestic Violence (Justice) i see
NILGA Outcomes Note produced 17" October 2016 - http://www.nilga.org/Publications
Reports.aspx
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lmm iy, . On the 6 October 2016, just under 200 delegates including

Unbvoroly <23 ity s 0acter 2006 | @l@cted members, chief executives and senior officers from
all 11 councils, along with key stakeholders attended the
Northern Ireland Local Government Association Annual Conference at the Everglades Hotel, Derry/
Londonderry. The conference entitled nAGrowi
Councils Delivering in the Digital Age, was supported by Ulster University, Tourism NI, Hospitality
Ulster, NIIRTA and APSE. Hosted by Jim Fitzpatrick, delegates shared in a full day of delivery and
debate focused on improving local economies and enhancing communities across Northern Ireland.
The conference included input from Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness MLA., Paul Givan
MLA, Communities Minister., Peter Weir MLA, Education Minister and Chris Hazzard MLA,
Infrastructure Minister, SOLACE and representative from the opposition parties.
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11 COUNCILS FULLY COMMITTED TO ELECTED
MEMBER DEVELOPMENT!

Derry City & Strabane and Newry, Mourne & Down Districts are taking

further steps towards Charter renewal with reassessments for this

comprehensive and prestigious National Standard Award taking place

on 20" October and 29" November 2016 respectively. NILGA has

welcomed the formal commitment to create Elected Member

Development steering groups in Fermanagh & Omagh District, Mid &

East Antrim Borough, and Mid Ulster District. Also worthy of note is the

commitment to the community impact Charter Level 2 Award (offered to

a very small percentage of councils in neighbouring jurisdictions) by

Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough, Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Belfast City. At
regional level, equally important is the Member Development work being developed through the
Local Government Training Group (LGTG, NILGA members Alderman Stephen Martin, Lisburn &
Castlereagh City and Councillor Debbie Coyle, Fermanagh & Omagh District) working on crucial
awareness and training sessions for all councils i members and officers i on the (long awaited)
review of the Councillors Code of Conduct, Planning Awareness*, Community Planning Best
Practice and other key pieces 1 *see bulletin diary dates and enrolment information.

X 2K X UK EU REFERENDUM OUTCOME 7 NATIONAL
& REGIONAL IMPACT T NILGA EVIDENCE

x% ) Whatever your views on fABrexitoft
26" June 2016, NILGA has called on the national government and the
o NI Assembly to take key impact evidence from our councils i who are
Xy ¥ now in many cases preparing same. Aligned to receiving and
aggregating this impact (counci Ifs
p. a. directly and A70 million p.a. i ndiUKeLodalljy
Government Forum session on 10" November 2016 in Edinburgh, and is meeting the NI Secretary
of State, Rt. Hon James Brokenshire MP  on 1% December 2016. Similarly, engagement around
the All Island Civic Dialogue is underway.

COMMUNITY PLANNING

;, Community Planning has gained a great deal of
momentum and impetus over the last few weeks, with
some councils starting to release for consultation, the first
draft of their Community Plan. The eleven council
experience to date has unearthed a variety of issues at a
regional level that NILGA, through its Regional Elected
Member Community Planning Network, will be tackling
head on. Through this structure NILGA Elected Members
and officers will ensure that appropriate democratic
scrutiny, lobbying as well as capacity needs are identified
and progressed. We will work tirelessly to bring regional
oversight to a new way of working which has huge
potential to improve the social, economic and
environmental wellbeing of the communities councils
serve . The next meeting of the group will take place on
the 23" November 2016 at Antrim Civic Centre.



% NISMP - NORTHERN IRELAND STRATEGIC MIGRATION

N I S M P ~ PARTNERSHIP

o . Y .. Three working groups have been set up by the NISMP board to look at the
following areas: immigration legislation, integration and services, skills and
entrepreneurs. These groups are now meeting to agree terms of reference and priority actions over
the coming months. For more information about these groups or on the work of NISMP contact Mary
Kerr m.kerr@nilga.org

MINISTERIAL / PARTY ENGAGEMENT SERIES 7 COMMUNITIES, FINANCE,
DAERA PLUS UUP, ALLI ANCE & SDLP RECEI V
I MORE TO COME

Despite the reinvigorated Partnership Panel, direct engagements on Policy / Resource constraints &
opportunities for member councils remain an imperative for NILGA. Ministers Paul Givan MLA ,
Michelle Mcllveen MLA andM8i rt 2 n ¢ Munhave falkemplace ohate Acheduled during the
quarter ending December 2016. With the Regeneration Bill, Community Planning buy in, the revised
Councillors Code of Conduct, Rural Disadvantage, Waste Management, Local Taxation pilots,
devolution and the A5 Dbillion Capital Budget
press for councils to be properly resourced i both financially and legislatively i in order to do their
enhanced roles in a strong, sustainable, democratic way i as proper partners in the Programme for
Government. Meetings are also being scheduled in regard to Health (Mi ni st er Mi ¢
MLA) and Justice (Minister Claire Sugden MLA ). Equally importantly, positive exchanges with
Colum Eastwood MLA (transfer of regeneratlon) and Steve Aiken MLA (further economic
devolution to councils) have been supplanted on 3" October with a Party Briefing with Alliance Party
MLAs and officials (Stormont), covering far reaching topics including delivering NI L G
Programme for Local Government - http://www.nilga.org/Publications __---Reports.aspx

BRITAIN IN BLOOM 2016 T HUGE WINS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND IN THE
NATIONAL COMMUNITY GARDENING AWARDS

Community and Council gardeners across Northern Ireland celebrated on the 14th October 2016 in
Birmingham, Ahoghill scooped the overall top prize in the Community Champion Award, and four
Gold Medals and three Silver Gilts in the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Britain in Bloom National
Awards 2016. Bernie McKenna from Charlestown also collected an RHS Britain in Bloom
Overcoming Adversary Award. The RHS Britain in Bloom awards are a chance to celebrate the work
of dedicated volunteers and to recognise achievement, innovation and a commitment to keeping our
villages, towns and cities clean, green and thriving. Congratulations to all our winners who having
achieved success in the Translink Ulster in Bloom competition have gone on to represent Northern
Ireland so successfully in Britain in Bloom.

) Hillborough - Gold Award and
Derry City - Gold Award Category Winner

) - Coleraine - Gold Award and Castlecaulfield - Gold Award and
Whitehead - Silver Award Newcastle - Silver Award Category Winner Category Winner
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KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Derry / Londonderry i Derry City & Strabane District
Council Charter reassessment

LOCATION / REGION
13.00 - Guildhall, Derry / Londonderry

CONTACT
f.douglas@nilga.org

UUP Party Conference, NILGA officers attending

Ramada Pl aza Shawos

m.maher@nilga.org

Charter Assessor Training

10.00 - Craigavon Civic Centre

f.douglas@nilga.org

UK Local Government Forum

Edinburgh

d.mccallan@nilga.org

NILGA Planning Event - Elected Members and the Planning
Committee

10.00 - Craigavon Civic Centre

Register / Information
f.douglas@nilga.org

NILGA Office Bearers - Strategic Away Day

Omagh

k.smyth@nilga.org

NILGA Executive

10.00 - Omagh

s.little@nilga.org

DUP Party Conference, NILGA officers attending

La Mon Hotel, Castlereagh

m.maher@nilga.org

Local Government Training Group elected members
meeting

11.00 - Lisburn Lagan Valley Island

d.mccallan@nilga.org

NILGA Audit & Sustainability Working Group Meeting

10.00 - NILGA Offices, Bradford Couirt,
Castlereagh

d.anderson@nilga.org

NILGA Planning & Regeneration Working Group & Network
meeting

10.30 - NILGA Offices, Bradford Court,
Castlereagh

k.smyth@nilga.org /
d.mccallan@nilga.org

UK Local Government Forum, Brexit session led by NILGA

Edinburgh

d.mccallan@nilga.org

NILGA Planning Event - The Councillor Role in the
Development Plan Process

10.00 - Glenavon Hotel Cookstown,

Register / Information
f.douglas@nilga.org

NILGA Full Members

10.00 - Royal Court Hotel, Portrush

s.little@nilga.org

NILGA Executive

10.00 - Bradford Court, Belfast

s.little@nilga.org

NILGA Planning Event - Councillors and the Planning
Appeals Commission

10.00 - Antrim Civic Centre

Register / Information
f.douglas@nilga.org

Your NILGA Team

Derek McCallan Chief Executive

Karen Smyth

| Ken Bishop
Head of Policy

Head of Programmes

Mark Maher
Communications and

Diane Anderson
Finance Officer

k.smyth@nilga.org

k.bishop@nilga.org

Engagement Officer
m.maher@nilga.org

d.anderson@nilga.org

Sarah Little
Support Services Officer
s.little@nilga.org

Mary Kerr
Policy Officer, NI Strategic
Migration Partnership
m.kerr@nilga.org

Fiona Douglas
Regional Policy and

Development Officer
f.douglas@nilga.org

Antoinette McBride
Administration and Project
Co-ordination Officer

a.mcbride@nilga.org

tel: 028 9079 8972

Northern Ireland Local Government Association

Bradford Court, Upper Galwally, Castlereagh, BT8 6RB
web: www.nilga.org

twitter: @NI_LGA

NILGA
the voice of local
government

Disclaimer: The Northern Ireland Local
Government Association (NILGA) endeavours
to ensure that the information contained within

our Website, Policies and other
communications is up to date and correct. We
do not, however, make any representation that
the information will be accurate, current,
complete, uninterrupted or error free or that
any Information or other material accessible
from or related to NILGA is free of viruses or
other harmful components. NILGA accepts no
responsibility for any erroneous information
placed by or on behalf of any user or any loss
by any person or user resulting from such
information.
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